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Respectable Sins



I. The Sin of Slander - Vs. 11-12

A. To Slander is to Judge - Vs. 11



Leviticus 19:16-18 -
You shall not go around as a slanderer among your 
people, and you shall not stand up against the life of 
your neighbor: I am the LORD. You shall not hate 
your brother in your heart, but you shall reason 
frankly with your neighbor, lest you incur sin because 
of him.  You shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge 
against the sons of your own people, but you shall love 
your neighbor as yourself: I am the LORD.



I. The Sin of Slander - Vs. 11-12

B. To Judge is to Usurp God’s Role - Vs. 12



Romans 14:1-13 -
As for the one who is weak in faith, welcome him, but 
not to quarrel over opinions. One person believes he 
may eat anything, while the weak person eats only 
vegetables. Let not the one who eats despise the one 
who abstains, and let not the one who abstains pass 
judgment on the one who eats, for God has welcomed 
him. Who are you to pass judgment on the servant of 
another? It is before his own master that he stands or 
falls. And he will be upheld, for the Lord is able to 
make him stand…



Romans 14:1-13 -
Why do you pass judgment on your brother? Or you, 
why do you despise your brother? For we will all stand 
before the judgment seat of God; for it is written, “As I 
live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and 
every tongue shall confess to God.” So then each of us 
will give an account of himself to God.



II. The Sin of Presumption - Vs. 13-17

A. Admit Your Ignorance - Vs. 14

Proverbs 27:1 -
Do not boast about tomorrow, for you do not know 
what a day may bring.



II. The Sin of Presumption - Vs. 13-17

B. Acknowledge the Brevity of Life - Vs. 14



Luke 12:15-20 -
And he said to them, “Take care, and be on your guard 
against all covetousness, for one’s life does not consist in 
the abundance of his possessions.” And he told them a 
parable, saying, “The land of a rich man produced 
plentifully, and he thought to himself, ‘What shall I do, 
for I have nowhere to store my crops?’ And he said, ‘I will 
do this: I will tear down my barns and build larger ones, 
and there I will store all my grain and my goods. And I 
will say to my soul, “Soul, you have ample goods laid up 
for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.”’ But God said 
to him, ‘Fool!  This night your soul is required of you, and 
the things you have prepared, whose will they be?’



II. The Sin of Presumption - Vs. 13-17

C. Submit to God’s Sovereignty - Vs. 15

Acts 18:20-21 -
When they asked him to stay for a longer period, he 
declined. But on taking leave of them he said, “I will 
return to you if God wills,” and he set sail from 
Ephesus.

I Peter 3:17 -
“It is better if you suffer for doing good, if that is God’s 
will, than for doing evil.”



II. The Sin of Presumption - Vs. 13-17

C. Submit to God’s Sovereignty - Vs. 15

Acts 2:22-24 -
“Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a 
man attested to you by God with mighty works and 
wonders and signs that God did through him in your 
midst, as you yourselves know— this Jesus, delivered 
up according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of 
God, you crucified and killed by the hands of lawless 
men.  God raised him up, loosing the pangs of death, 
because it was not possible for him to be held by it.



II. The Sin of Presumption - Vs. 13-17

D. Act on Your Convictions - Vs. 17


